Wednesday, January 5, 2005


First Baptist Church of South Richmond

Dr. Dwight C. Jones, Pastor

“A 2-YEAR STUDY OF THE BIBLE”


You are about to begin an exciting trip through the Bible.  If you are like others who have made this journey, you will find it one of the most thrilling experiences of your Christian life.


During this study you will learn the major themes of all the books, the key verses, the central messages, what God is saying.  You will also learn how each book is organized, how it came into being, and its role in the Bible story.


To receive maximum knowledge and inspiration during the course of this study, heed the following suggestions.  They are designed to help you become a disciplined disciple of God’s Word.

· Attend every class session

· Read the assigned portion at the end of each lesson (next week’s book of study)

· Review your notes from the previous week’s study

· Promise the Lord at least two or three hours each week for reading the assigned Scripture for the lesson and doing your homework

The time has come for Christians who mean business to devote themselves to the study of God’s Word and to learning the basic principles that we all should know.

Week One – January 5, 2005


BIBLE AS A WHOLE

Week Two – January 12, 2005


GENESIS

Week Three – January 19, 2005

EXODUS

Week Four – January 26, 2005

LEVITICUS

Week Five – February 2, 2005


NUMBERS

Week Six – February 9, 2004


DEUTERONOMY

Week 1: An Overview

I. Studying The Bible

a. Casual Reading vs. Investigation

b. Understanding, Confidence, Articulation

II. Helpful Hints in Studying The Bible

a. Ask The Holy Spirit for Guidance

b. Study as though you were coming to the Bible for the first time

c. Don’t be afraid of it

d. Select your Tools

e. Put labels on what you are studying

III. The Reality of The Bible

a. What We Believe

i. The Bible is God’s word to humanity. It was written by human authors, with divine guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the source of truth for Christian beliefs and living.  The Bible tells the story which began in the Garden of Eden which is in Africa and reflects, among others a history of the generations of the Cushite people.

Supporting Texts: 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1: 4, 21; 2 Timothy 1:13; Psalm 119:105,160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5

b. How we got It

i. God is the source of the Bible – 2 Timothy 3:10-17

c. Why was it given

i. The Bible is a map to guide us – Psalm 119:19

ii. The Bible gives us wisdom – Psalm 119:99

iii. The Bible is a light for our life – Psalm 119:105

iv. The Bible is basic equipment - 2 Timothy 3:10-17

d. What does it tell us

i. The Bible gives us God’s commands – Matthew 5:17-20

a. The ceremonial law related specifically to Israel’s worship (se Leviticus 1:2-3, for example).  While we are no longer bound by ceremonial laws, the principles behind them – to worship and love a holy God – still apply.  

b. The civil law applied to daily living in Israel (see Deuteronomy 24:10-11, for example).  Because modern society and culture are so radically different from that time and setting, all of these guidelines cannot be followed specifically.  But the principles behind the commands are timeless and should guide our conduct.  Jesus demonstrated these principles by example.

c. The moral law (such as the Ten Commandments) is the direct command of God, and it requires strict obedience (see Exodus 20:13, for example).  The moral law reveals the nature and will of God, and it still applies today.  Jesus obeyed the moral law completely.

ii. The Bible reveals the living God to us – Luke 24: 6-7

a. The two angels (appearing as “men in clothes that gleamed like lightning”) asked the women why they were looking in a tomb for someone who was alive.  Often we run into people who are looking for God among the dead.  They study the Bible as a mere historical document and go to church as if going to a memorial service.  But Jesus is not among the dead – He lives!  He reigns in the hearts of Christians, and He is the head of His church.  

iii. The Bible introduces us to Jesus Christ – Hebrews 1:1-2

a. The book of Hebrews describes in detail how Jesus Christ fulfills the promises and prophecies of the Old Testament.  Jesus is the fulfillment and culmination of God’s revelation.  When we know Him, we have all we need to be saved from our sin and to have a relationship with God.

e. The Message of the Bible

The Bible’s central message is the story of salvation, and throughout both Testaments three strands in this unfolding story can be distinguished:  the bringer of salvation, the way of salvation, and the heirs of salvation.  This could be reworded in terms of the covenant idea by saying that the central message of the Bible is God’s covenant with men, and that the strands are the mediator of the covenant, the basis of the covenant, and the covenant people.  God Himself is the Savior of His people; it is He who confirms His covenant mercy with them.  The bringer of salvation, the Mediator of the covenant, is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  the way of salvation, the basis of the covenant, is God’s grace, calling forth from His people a response of faith and obedience.  The heirs of salvation, the covenant people, are the Israel of God, the church of God.

Jesus said “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18) for the old covenant people had to die with Him in order to rise with Him to new life – a new life in which national restrictions had disappeared.  But Jesus provided in Himself the vital continuity between the old Israel and the new, and His faithful followers were both the righteous remnant of the old and the nucleus of the new.  The Servant Lord and His servant people bind the two Testaments together.

IV. Breakdown of the Bible

a. The Pentateuch

i. Makes clear Israel’s relationship with God

ii. Also known as the Torah – Book of Instruction

iii. Genesis – Beginnings

iv. Exodus – Liberation

v. Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy – the Law

b. The Historical Writings

i. Recount history of the people of Israel

c. The Wisdom Books

i. Subscribe wisdom; give counsel on everyday life

ii. Job is a drama about suffering

iii. Psalms – hymnal

iv. Proverbs – collection of wisdom literature

v. Ecclesiastes – pessimistic view of life; not enough to know but must obtain wisdom

vi. Song of Solomon – Love is the theme; parallels God’s love for His people

d. The Prophetic Books

i. Condemn idolatry; prophets spoke from God and commented on society

ii. Major Prophets – Isaiah to Daniel

iii. Minor Prophets – Hosea to Malachi

e. The Gospel & Acts

i. God’s victory over sin and death through Jesus Christ

f. The Letters

i. Written by early Church leaders to Christian congregations

ii. 13 of the letters are believed to have been written by Paul

How the Books of the Bible Are Organized

The Bible is divided into tow “testaments.”  The Old Testament contains four major sections that include 39 individual books.  The New Testament is divided into three sections that include 27 books.

	The Old Testament
	The New Testament

	The Pentateuch
	The Gospels

	Genesis
	Matthew

	Exodus
	Mark

	Leviticus
	Luke

	Numbers
	John

	Deuteronomy
	

	
	

	History
	History

	Joshua
	Acts of the Apostles

	Judges
	

	Ruth
	The Letters

	1 and 2 Samuel
	Romans

	1 and 2 Kings
	1 and 2 Corinthians

	1 and 2 Chronicles
	Galatians

	Ezra
	Ephesians

	Nehemiah
	Philippians

	Esther
	Colossians

	
	1 and 2 Thessalonians

	Wisdom
	1 and 2 Timothy

	Job
	Titus

	Psalms
	Philemon

	Proverbs
	Hebrews

	Ecclesiastes
	James

	Song of Solomon
	1 and 2 Peter

	
	1, 2, and 3 John

	Prophets
	Jude

	Isaiah
	Revelation

	Jeremiah
	

	Lamentations
	

	Ezekiel
	

	Daniel
	

	Hosea
	

	Joel
	

	Amos
	

	Obadiah
	

	Jonah
	

	Micah
	

	Nahum
	

	Habakkuk
	

	Zephaniah
	

	Haggai
	

	Zechariah
	

	Malachi
	

	
	


Facts About The Bible

1. The Bible contains 66 books, written by 40 authors, covering approximately 1,600 years

2. There are 1,189 chapters in the Bible

3. There are 31,373 verses in the Bible

4. There are 775,693 words in the King James version of the Bible

5. The longest chapter is Psalms 119

6. The shortest chapter is Psalms 117

7. The longest book in the Old Testament is Psalms

8. The longest book in the New Testament is Luke

9. Christ quoted from 22 Old Testament Books

10. The original language of the Old Testament is Hebrew, while the New Testament was written in Greek
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