BOOK OF NUMBERS

Synopsis of Chapters
	Chapter Summary
	Guiding Principle(s)

	I. Counting the People • 1-4

The book of Numbers might well be called “the Book of Censuses,” for that is how it begins and ends.  The nation of Israel is poised at Mount Sinai ready to begin the march to Canaan.  God commands Moses to number the fighting men and Levites.  A detailed blueprint is given for arranging the people.


	Your life can’t go according to plan if you have no plan.

	II. Cleansing the People • 5-8
Three weeks remain before the people leave Sinai to begin the last leg of their journey to Canaan.  During this time Moses receives certain commands from God designed to cleanse the people and prepare them to enter the Promised land.  They must be free from immorality and jealousy; they must understand the binding nature of vows made to God; the Levites must realize the sacred nature of their calling.


	The best exercise for strengthening the heart is reaching out and lifting people up.

	III. The People Complaining • 9-12
The time has come for the final journey to Canaan. After a special celebration of the Passover, the people watch as the pillar of cloud begins to move.  Trumpets blare.  But the thrill of expectation soon gives way to the tedium of travel, and Moses is faced with numerous problems: complaints about the travel conditions and the food, longings for the good old days in Egypt, greedy hoarding of the quail God supplies, and jealousy by Miriam and Aaron toward his position of leadership.  In spite of the difficulties, the people finally arrive at Kadesh-barnea – on the doorstep of Canaan.


	Some people ask the Lord to guide them; then they grab the steering wheel.

	IV.  Spying Out the Land• 13-16
Following the Lord’s instructions, Moses selects one representative form each of the 12 tribes to form a scouting party.  Their assignment: to spy out the defenses of the land and bring back a sample of the produce grown there.  The 12 return with a divided report.  Ten see only obstacles; two see the opportunities.  The nation, disheartened and faithless, threatens to stone Moses and return to Egypt rather than face what lies ahead.  As a result, God condemns that unbelieving generation to 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.


	Every part of the human body gets tired eventually … except the tongue.

	V. Dying in the Wilderness • 17-20
Throughout their wilderness wanderings, the children of Israel are reminded of two things: death and hope.  Death as the result of their unbelief, and hope in the promise that God would still gives His people a land of their own.  God’s authority continues to rest with Moses and Aaron.  And the priests and Levites are still God’s chosen servants to lead the nation in corporate worship.  But death becomes the constant companion of the Israelites on their march: death in the sacrifices, death of the red heifer for purification, and the death of the high priest Aaron.


	Sin produces a moment of gratification and an eternity of remorse.

	VI. The Bass Serpent and Brach Seer •21-25
As the Israelites march to Canaan, they meet and defeat three enemies: the Canaanites, Amorites, and Bashanites.  But on the heels of victory they suffer defeat at the hands of a persistent foe:  grumbling.  Because of the people’s constant complaining, God sends fiery serpents to chasten His rebellious nation.  The threat of Israel’s advance prompts the neighboring pagan nations to hire the prophet Balaam to bring down a curse upon God’s people.  But instead of a curse, Balaam delivers a sweeping witness to the glorious future of Yahweh’s nation.  What Balaam could not do with his voice, however, is accomplished by his evil influence, as the Israelites give in to idolatry and mixed marriage in defiance of God’s law.


	One key to consistency in the Christian life is simply giving God time to work.

	VII. Second Census • 26-30
Now that the journey is virtually over, it is time for a second census – both to assess Israel’s military strength and to apportion the soon-to-be conquered territory of Canaan.  In addition, it is time to appoint Moses’ successor.  God’s choice is Joshua, one of the only two members of the generation which left Egypt to survive the wilderness wanderings and enter the promised land.  Under Joshua’s leadership, the nation will enjoy both military victory and spiritual vitality as they obey God’s commands and fulfill their holy obligations.


	Every great person has first learned how, when, and whom to obey.

	VIII. Preparing to Possess the Land • 31-33
During the final days of his life, Moses is active in at least three roles: commander-in-chief of Israel’s army; administrator of the nation’s internal affairs, and travel guide, bringing the people to the plains of Moab.  The Israelite army, using only a token force of troops, exterminates Midian for its idolatrous influence.  Later Moses must deal with the request by the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh that they be allowed to settle east of the Jordan.  The section ends with a review of the travel route from Egypt to Moab.


	God loves you too much to allow your disobedience to go unpunished.

	IX. Instruction for Entering the Land • 34-36

The book of Numbers closes with a list of the geographic boundaries of the Promised Land and the names of those who will apportion the land to the nine and one-half tribes still awaiting the inheritance.  Since the Levites are allocated no land, they are given 48 cities scattered throughout Canaan.  Laws are established to provide for justice in cases of manslaughter and to protect the inheritance of families who have no surviving heir.


	We cannot rely on God’s promises without obeying His commands.
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