BOOK OF LEVITICUS

Synopsis of Chapters
	Chapter Summary
	Guiding Principle(s)

	I. Offerings of Praise • 1-3

With the tabernacle completed, God now gives Moses instructions regarding the five types of sacrifices that would be offered in the tabernacle.  Three of them – the sweet savor [that quality of a thing which acts on the sense of taste or of smell] offerings – were voluntary expressions of worship tailored to the person’s ability to give.  In the burnt offering, the worshiper declared his total commitment to God.  Through the meal offerings he acknowledged that his material possessions belonged wholly to the Lord.  By means of the peace offering, the worshiper publicly expressed his thanks or made a vow of spiritual service to God.


	God knew all about the wickedness of the world, and still thought it worth saving.

	II. Offerings for Restoration • 4-7
God also gives the Israelites two nonsweet savor sacrifices.   Both are required when sin has broken fellowship with God.  The sin offering - covering sins of uncleanness, neglect, or thoughtlessness – provides restoration for the sinner while teaching the seriousness of sin and its consequences.  The trespass offering – covering sins of injury to God and to others – provided not only for the restoration of the sinner but for compensation to the injured party as well.


	Life is a long lesson in humility.  There are things we might dislike doing, but we know they are good for us.

	III. Holy Office of the Priest • 8-10
Israel’s tabernacle, the place of communion with God through sacrifice, is entrusted to the custody of Aaron and his sons.  The priestly corps must undergo a ten-step consecration process and a seven-day dedication period before they can begin their ministry of mediation.  God’s blessing suddenly turns into a curse as judgment falls on two of Aaron’s disobedient sons.  Their deaths remind all Israel of the solemn responsibility of serving a holy God.  Obedience, not expedience, should mark the people of God.


	Nothing is a hard to gain, and as easy to lose, as a good reputation.

	IV.  Holiness in Daily Life• 11-15
Worshiping a holy God demands a holy people.  For this reason God gives Israel a series of regulations dealing with ceremonial uncleanness.  Four areas are specified: dietary laws (describing edible and nonedible animals); childbirth matters; leprosy and other skin disorders; and bodily discharges.  Each set of commands follows a general pattern.  The worshiper’s defilement is first described, then the means for regaining purity are prescribed.  It is a lengthy, detailed section – because holiness demands attention to detail.


	It is impossible by human efforts alone to live up to the righteous demands of a holy God.  But God wants to teach you.

	V. Holiness in National Life • 16-17
The great Day of Atonement observed ach year was Israel’s most significant act of worship.  On that day the nation gathered to watch in expectation as the high priest entered the Holy of Holies with the blood atonement which would cover the sins of the entire nation for another year.  Because blood was the central ingredient in Israel’s national and personal forgiveness, God prohibited the use of blood for any purpose other than sacrifice to Him.


	Just as God provided the way to cover Israel’s sins, so too He has sent His own Son as the once-for-all atonement for your sins.

	VI. Holiness for the Individual •18-20
God provides Israel with laws governing personal conduct and purity in relation to the family, the community, and society in general.  Because obedience is His primary concern, God requires that violators of His laws be punished, and that the punishment be appropriate to the crime committed.


	The primary test of life is not service but love for both man and God.

	VII. Holy Priests and Holy Feasts • 21-23
Privilege often carries with it responsibility, and in the case of Israel’s priests, the responsibilities of serving a holy God become quite demanding.  The priests must avoid defilement which others might ordinarily experience.  They must be without physical defect in order to serve in the sanctuary.  They must bear the responsibility for maintaining purity in Israel’s sacrificial worship.  They must preside at Israel’s yearly feasts and sacred assemblies.


	It is easier to follow the leader than to lead the followers.

	VIII. Holiness in the Land • 24-27
The closing chapters of Leviticus contain a variety of instructions for Israel when the people occupy the Promised Land.  Oil and bread must be provided for the sanctuary.  The death penalty must fall on those who blaspheme the name of God.  The land must be given periodic rest during the sabbatical and Jubilee years.  God promises to honor obedience to His commands, and reward disobedience with stern judgment.  The work of the Lord must be faithfully supported by the tithes of God’s people, and vows must not be entered into lightly.


	A steward is someone who owns nothing, but is responsible for everything entrusted to his care.
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