BOOK OF GENESIS

Synopsis of Chapters
	Chapter Summary
	Guiding Principle(s)

	I. Creation • 1-2

The first two chapters of the Bible begin at “the beginning.”  Chapter 1 gives a concise overview of the progress of creation, climaxing in the creation of man.  Chapter 2 takes a zoom-lens look at day six.  There the details emerge of how God’s image-bearers were created – man from dust and woman from his rib.


	The creation is both a monument of God’s power and a looking glass in which we may use His wisdom.

	II. Entrance and Extent of Sin • 3-5
Chapters 3-5 deal with the entrance and extent of sin.  The perfect environment into which man was placed is now shattered by the entrance of sin.  Disobedience follows as the first family eats from the forbidden tree and is expelled from the garden.  Cain becomes the first murderer, and the downward spiral continues from Adam to Noah.


	The one who falls into sin is a human; the one who grieves at sin is repentant; the one who boasts of sin is a fool.

	III. Noah’s Ark • 6-9
In the course of its rebellion, humanity becomes so sinful that God prepares to execute the death sentence on the entire race.  In grace He directs Noah – a just man who walks with God – to build a great ship in order to escape the coming judgment.  Noah obeys God, and while the floodwaters purge the earth, the ark preserves human and animal life for a fresh start.  After a safe landing on Mount Ararat, God gives new directions and makes new commitments to Noah and his descendants: “I will remember my covenant.”


	It is character rather than separate acts that will be rewarded or punished.

	IV.  Table of Nations • 10-11
These chapters explain the origin of nations after the Flood.  Beginning with Noah and his three sons, God repopulates the world.  But since the root of sin has not been removed from individuals’ hearts, the fruit of sin soon becomes apparent once again in proud, disobedient actions.  God deals with human failure by scrambling the languages, causing humanity to disperse over the face of the earth.  At the end of chapter 11, the focus shifts to one man in particular – Abram – from whom God will build a new nation.


	There are no new sins – we just keep rerunning the old ones.

	V. Call & Travels of Abram • 12-14
Abram is called to leave his home in Ur (near the Persian Gulf) and travel to a distant but unspecified new land.  Abram faces many potential distractions along the way: the death of his father in Haran; a severe famine; the worldly pursuits of his nephew Lot.  But God is looking for a man of faith who will trust Him completely to keep His promises.  For Abram and his descendants, those promises include receiving a great name, becoming a great nation, and experiencing great blessing in the face of impossible odds.


	It is not enough to want to be a useful tool for God: you must be willing to sit still for the grinding that produces the edge.

	VI. Covenant with Abraham •15-17
God’s promises to Abraham are given in great detail, confirmed with a unilateral treaty, repeated, and established by the sign of circumcision.  But as years pass with no evidence of fulfillment, Abraham acts in foolish impatience.  The result is a son, Ishmael, who will cause the heartbreak of his father, constantly reminding Abraham of the price of his unbelief.


	God never promises us an easy time, only safe arrival.

	VII. Destruction of Sodom/ Gomorrah • 18-20
Chapters 18-20 relate crisis arising in the lives of two of Abraham’s family members: his wife, Sarah, and his nephew Lot.  Lot’s life of compromise and worldly pursuits stands in stark contrast to the life of faith demonstrated by his uncle.  In response to Abraham’s fervent prayers, God spares Lot while destroying his home town for its wickedness and perversion.  And yet; on a trip to Gerar, Abraham lies about his beautiful wife, Sarah, calling her his sister in order to save his skin from King Abimelech.


	Even a man of faith like Abraham can stumble when he takes his eyes off God.

What could be impossible for the God who created the universe and everything in it?

	VIII. Isaac’s Birth; Sarah’s Death • 21-24
The climax of more than 20 faith-stretching years for Abraham and Sarah comes in the birth of Isaac.  But soon Abraham’s faith is tested again as God calls upon him to sacrifice his treasured son upon an altar.  Abraham obeys.  For his faithfulness, God rewards Abraham with further assurances of blessing.  In the closing years of Abraham’s life, a time saddened by Sarah’s death, there remains one important detail” finding a bride for Isaac.


	There are times when God will call upon us to sacrifice our “treasured sons” in order to demonstrate our faithfulness.  What is it that you need to sacrifice on the altar?

Only in obedience can we discover the great joy of the will of God.

	IX. Isaac’s Family and Works • 25-26
Though Abraham has died, God’s promises to him live on in the persons of his son Isaac and his twin grandson, Esau and Jacob.  Sin, too, lives on – as demonstrated by Jacob’s theft of his brother’s birthright and by Isaac’s imitation of his father’s deception.  Yet, despite human failings, God’s covenant remains sure, as testified in His words to Isaac: “I will perform the oath which I swear unto Abraham thy father” (26:3).


	Learn to put your hand on all spiritual blessings in Christ and say “mine”.

	X.  Jacob’s Birthright and Dream •27-31
These chapters introduce the third major character of the patriarchal period: Jacob (“deceiver”), a man who truly lives up to his name!  The theft of the family blessing intended for his twin brother, Esau, demonstrates his scheming character.  But it is through Jacob that God’s promises begin to be fulfilled in greater degree.  During a 20-year stay in Haran, Jacob works for one wife and gets three more in the bargain, fathers eleven sons and one daughter, and amasses huge quantities of livestock and servants – the nucleus from which God will fashion a new nation.


	Waiting for the answer to pray is often part of the answer.

	XI.  Struggles of Jacob and Esau • 32-36
Here Jacob the schemer becomes Jacob the servant of God.  After leaving his uncle Laban, Jacob fear the inevitable reunion with is estranged brother, Esau.  But before reconciliation can take place, Jacob must first be reconciled to God.  At the Jabbok River he wrestles with the angel of Jehovah, insisting on a blessing before he will release him.  The angel assures him of God’s continued presence, and leaves him with a new name, Israel (“God strives”) and a permanent limp.  After an emotional reunion with Esau, Jacob returns to Canaan, where God confirms His promises to Abraham and Isaac – promises of a large posterity and a new homeland.


	As we attempt to reconcile our differences with our fellow men and women, we must be sure to cement our relationship with God.

A steward is one who owns nothing, yet is responsible for everything.

	XII.  Joseph’s Enslavement • 37-40

Beginning with chapter 37, the narrative focuses on the next generation: Joseph, dreamer of dreams.  Though the favorite son of his father, Jacob, Joseph alienates himself from his brothers by his forthrightness.  Envy grows into hatred, until finally the brothers sell him into slavery.  Taken to Egypt, Joseph continues to suffer injustices, first at the hands of Potiphar’s wife, and later from the forgetful chief butler.  While Joseph is resisting the temptation of immorality, his brother Judah falls prey to the same sin.
	The best of saints have borne the worst of sufferings.

	XIII. Joseph’s Egyptian Rule • 41-44
A difficult dream sent by God to Pharaoh jars the memory of the chief butler, and Joseph is promoted from prisoner to prime minister because of his God-given insight.  The dream is a reliable forecast of the prosperity and famine in the years ahead.  The widespread famine prompts Jacob to send 10 sons to Egypt for grain, where Joseph, recognizing them, proceeds to teach them a painful lesson.  A series of confrontations builds up to the climax in chapter 44, where the brothers unknowingly fulfill the boyhood dreams of Joseph.


	Sins concealed by man are never concealed by God.

	XIV.  Joseph’s Family Honored • 45-47
Joseph, no longer able to maintain the masquerade, reveals his true identity to his terrified brothers.  His explanation of recent events (45:5-8) reveals the spiritual perspective that sustained him through years of heartache and uncertainty.  In keeping with the prophecy given to Abram, God assures Jacob that a sojourn in Egypt is divinely approved.  Joseph’s family moves to Goshen, which will become home for the fledging nation for the next 400 years.


	When God measures the greatness of an individual, He puts the tape measure around the heart, not the head.

	XV.  Final Days of Jacob & Joseph • 48-50
The book of Genesis concludes by recording the final acts of Jacob and Joseph, along with their deaths and burials.  Jacob’s blessing upon Joseph’s two sons, announcing that the younger would be more honored than the older, is in keeping with the pattern established in Genesis (Isaac instead of Ishmael, Jacob instead of Esau, Joseph instead of Reuben).   As his final earthly act, Jacob blesses each of his sons.  Jacob’s body is embalmed and taken back to Canaan for burial, while Joseph’s body remains in Egypt until the release of the newly born nation Israel.
	All Christ’s blessings are like Him, eternal and heavenly. 

 God’s plan is larger than any one person.


