BOOK OF EXODUS

Synopsis of Chapters
	Chapter Summary
	Guiding Principle(s)

	I. Israel’s Bondage • 1-2

As Jacob’s descendants continue to multiply and prosper in Goshen, they pose a growing threat to the new Egyptian ruler.  His plan to kill all newborn Hebrew boys in thwarted by the courageous midwives, and in this context of danger the child Moses is born.  Destined to become the deliverer of God’s people, Moses enjoys the finest of education in Pharaoh’s court.  But soon, Moses finds himself fleeing for his life to the desert of Midian.  There he spends 40 years tending sheep and awaiting God’s instructions for freeing His people.


	Patience is a virtue that carries a lot of wait!

	II. Moses’ Call & Credentials • 3-6
Moses becomes God’s choice to lead the people out of bondage.  When confronted by God in the burning bush, Moses is far from convinced he is the right man for the job.  But once his objections have been answered, Moses goes forth to confront Pharaoh.  As God predicted, Pharaoh not only refuses to let the people go but increases their labors as well.  As the people react in anger, God responds with assurance that His nation will indeed be redeemed.


	It is God’s resounding “I Am” that drowns out our weak “I can’t.”

	III. First Nine Plagues • 7-10
When a person will not obey God willingly, God will often bring to bear circumstances that force him to obey God unwillingly.  Because of Pharaoh’s reluctance, God sends a series of nine national calamities involving insects, disease, and nature, in order to impress upon Pharaoh the importance of obedience.  Pharaoh repeatedly refuses to honor his promises and release the people. 


	Those who say “No!” to God should not be surprised when the locusts come calling.

	IV.  Tenth Plague, Passover & Exodus• 11-12
The 10th and last plague, the slaying of the firstborn (of both man and animal) in every Egyptian household, brings about the long-awaited deliverance of Israel.  To escape the judgment on the firstborn, each Israelite household observes the Passover by substituting the death of a lamb for the death of a child.  With no further resistance from Pharaoh, all Israel begins its Exodus from Egypt.


	The blood of Christ is the seal of the testament (covenant).

	V. Crossing the Red Sea • 13-15
Delivering the people from Egyptian bondage is only the first step in God’s plan to bring the Israelites to the promised Land of Canaan.  Many obstacles lie ahead.  Pharaoh, whose heart is again hardened, sends his armies in pursuit of Moses and the people.  Trapped between the red Sea and the chariots of Egypt, the people cry out in desperation.  The Red sea is parted and the people cross on dry land, and shouts of panic turn to hymns of praise as the Egyptian army disappears in the sea.


	Like a loving father, God provides guidance, protection, food, water and instruction to teach us how to enjoy a relationship with Him.

	VI. Journey to  Sinai •16-18
When Israel left Egypt, there were two things the people could do well: make bricks and complain.  As supplies decrease, complaints increase.  When their resources run out, God supplies manna, quail, and water in abundance to demonstrate that He is now their reliable source of supply.  Israel fights (and wins) its first military battle.  And Moses, following the advice of Jethro, delegates some of his responsibilities to 70 capable assistants.


	Complaining is the art of collecting petty annoyances.

	VII. The Ten Commandments • 19-20
For the first time in 400 years, the Israelites are free to worship and walk with their holy God.  At Mt. Sinai, Moses prepares the people to receive the Commandments, a body of law which they promise to obey – even before it is delivered.  After two days of purification, the nation witnesses an awesome display of God’s majesty as He descends in a thick cloud to deliver the Ten Commandments, the broad moral principles which will guide the new nation and set it apart from its pagan neighbors.


	The same God who desired purity from the Israelites requires pure hearts from those who approach Him today.

	VIII. Civil and Ceremonial Laws • 21-24
At Mt. Sinai, God also delivers an extensive body of civil and ceremonial laws designed to regulate all aspects of Israel’s life.  Levites and priests, offerings and feats, services and sacrifices – all are dealt with in meticulous detail.  After receiving assurances from the people, Moses returns to the mountain, where for 40 more days he receives additional instructions from the Lord.


	God has supplied principles which help you to determine His mind in every situation.  His Word, though ancient, is always relevant.

	IX. Plan for the Tabernacle • 28-31
While on the mountain for the 40 days, Moses is receiving God’s detailed blueprint for the “church in the wilderness” – the tabernacle which would be Israel’s place of worship.  In minute detail Moses learns about the furnishings, coverings, curtain, and courtyard.


	Life ought not merely contain acts of worship; it should be an act of worship!

	X.  Blueprint for the Priests •27-31
After describing the place of worship, Moses goes on to detail the people of worship (the priests).  Everything about them is special, from the clothing they wear to the elaborate rituals they perform in leading the worship of the nation.  Both they and the implements of worship they use require special purification.  Even the builders who are selected to follow the divine blueprint for the tabernacle are handpicked by God for their skill and Spirit-filled craftsmanship.


	God continues to dwell among His people.  You are both the tabernacle God indwells and the priest God empowers to call men and women back to Himself.

	XI.  Israel’s Idolatry & Moses’ Intervention • 32-34
While Moses receives God’s laws on the mountain, the Israelites are busy on the plains below.  Concluding that their leader has died in the presence of God, they fashion their gold jewelry into a replica of an Egyptian god and turn the camp into a pagan party.  Moses returns and in righteous anger shatters the two stone tablets, destroys the golden calf, and orders the levities to purge the camp of guilty Israelites.  But though the covenant between God and His people has been shattered, repentance and restoration are only a prayer away.


	If your face reflected your God, what would you see when you looked in the mirror?

	XII.  Tabernacle Erected & Occupied by God• 35-40

The book of Exodus closes with the record of how the tabernacle and priestly garments are completed exactly as God instructed.  The people donate the materials, and the chosen artisans do the work.  Moses inspects the finished product, the furnishings are set in place, and Aaron and his sons are anointed for service.  God declares His satisfaction by filling the tent with His glory.  For the next 480 years, the tabernacle will remain the focal point of the nation’s worship.
	When it comes to holiness or obedience, halfway measures will not do.

Revival is a fresh commitment to obey God.
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